TITLE3
AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS
CHAPTER 16. DISEASESOF ANIMALS
PART VI. REGULATION OF APIARIES

§2301. Purpose of Part

The purpose of this Part is to prevent the intréidadnto and dissemination within this
state of contagious and infectious diseases ofyimes by providing for the registration,
inspection, and control of honeybees and apianbgh activity is hereby found and declared by
the legislature to promote agriculture in the stdteouisiana.

Amended by Acts 1984, No. 529, §1.

§2302. Definitions

When used in this Part, the following terms shalldnthe following meanings, unless the
context clearly indicates otherwise:

(1) "Apiary" means the assembly of one or morewei@s of bees at a single location.

(2) "Beekeeper" means a person who owns one cg nwonies of bees.

(3) "Beekeeping equipment” means anything thatel in the operation of an apiary,
such as hive bodies, supers, frames, top and bdtt@mds, and extractors.

(4) "Colony" or "hive" means an aggregate of bamssisting principally of workers, but
having, when perfect, one queen and at times meoned; and includes brood, combs, honey,
and the receptacle inhabited by the bees.

(5) "Comb package" means a package of bees shgpgpadved on a comb containing
honey and/or brood, with or without a queen.

(6) "Commissioner" means the commissioner of adftice of the state of Louisiana.

(7) "Nucleus" means bees, brood, combs, and hioneyinhabiting a small hive or
portion of a standard hive or other dwelling place.

(8) "Person" means any individual, firm, or comuaon.

(9) "State entomologist” means the entomologishefLouisiana Department of
Agriculture.

Amended by Acts 1984, No. 529, 8§1; Acts 1992, No. 32, 8§1.

§2303. Administration and enforcement, rules and regulations

The commissioner of agriculture, or the state ewlogist as his designee, shall
administer and enforce this Part. The commissieshell adopt rules and regulations setting
forth the requirements for apiaries and other pessterested in apiary industry in this state.
All rules and regulations shall be adopted in adance with the Administrative Procedure Act.

Amended by Acts 1984, No. 529, 81.



§2304. Power to fight diseases and pests of bees

The commissioner shall have full and plenary poweteal with all contagious and
infectious diseases of bees and all other pediseas, including but not limited to American and
European Foulbrood, Acarine mite, Varroa mite, Afrtcanized bees. The state entomologist,
through agents or otherwise, may do and perforrh agts as may be necessary to control,
eradicate, or prevent the introduction, spreadiiggemination of any and all contagious and
infectious diseases of bees and all other pedises.

Amended by Acts 1984, No. 529, §1.

§2305. Annual registration; permits, fees
A. (1) On or before October 1 of each year, oompio bringing any honeybees or
beekeeping equipment into the state, every beeksbpé register with the
commissioner every colony or apiary in his possgser under his control, on a form
furnished by the commissioner. The beekeeper sititlate the number and location of
each colony with each apiary location together wither information deemed necessary
by the commissioner for the administration of tRest.

(2) Any colony or apiary acquired after Octobetuting the calendar year and
not previously registered shall be registered gaired under this Section. Any colony
or apiary acquired after December 31 shall no&ired to be registered until the
following October 1, unless the beekeeper doepostess a current registration permit.

B. If any colony or apiary is transferred fromesjistered beekeeper to another person,
the permit may be transferred without the payméatregistration fee as follows:
(1) A Class A permit is transferrable if the pergmssesses the qualifications
necessary for the issuance of a Class A permit.
(2) A Class B permit is transferrable; howevee, ieekeeping operation by the
person shall be considered a new operation inm@terg the person's eligibility to
obtain a Class A permit.

C. A Class A permit may be issued to any appligam meets the requirements of
either Paragraph (1) or Paragraph (2):

(1) The applicant is a person domiciled in théestadDomicile" as used herein
means the applicant's fixed, permanent, and pahtipme for legal purposes. No firm
or corporation will be considered domiciled in 8tate unless its principal owner or
owners is domiciled in the state.

(2) The applicant has conducted beekeeping opesain the state, and has been
registered with the commissioner for three conseewtears, has been inspected as
provided by law, and has demonstrated his abihtyantrol diseases and pests
considered to be detrimental to the state's aalystry by the state entomologist.

D. A fee shall accompany the application for rggison, the amount of the fee to be
based upon and determined by the number of colamvesd by the applicant as follows:



Number of Colonies Class A Permit Class B Permi

1to 10 $0 KIG.
11to 25 4.00 16.00
26 to 100 10.00 40.00
101 to 300 20.00 80.00
301 to 500 30.00 120.00
501 or more 50.00 200.00

E. Failure or refusal to comply with this Sectgirall constitute a violation of this Part.

Amended by Acts 1984, No. 529, 81; Acts 1992, No. 32, 81; Acts 2003, No. 122, 81, eff. July 1, 2003.

§2306. Shipment of bees or beekeeping equipment into the state

A. No person shall move, ship, or bring into thiigte any colony, honeybees, or
beekeeping equipment except as provided in this@ec

B. Honeybees and used or secondhand beekeepiigresgqu may be shipped into the
state by a person possessing a current Class Atpbrunonly when accompanied by
certification of inspection signed by the stateoemtlogist, state apiary inspector, or similar
official of the state or country of such bees' wrigThe certificate shall certify to the apparent
freedom of the bees from contagious or infectidesakses and pests and shall be based upon an
actual inspection of the bees to be shipped or hawthin a period of sixty days preceding the
date of shipment.

C. Combless honeybees may be shipped into thelsyad person possessing a current
Class B permit but only when accompanied by afazate of inspection signed by the state
entomologist, state apiary inspector, or simildica of the state or country of such bees'
origin. The certificate shall certify to the appat freedom of the bees from contagious or
infectious diseases and shall be based upon aal acspection of the bees to be shipped or
moved within a period of sixty days preceding th&df shipment.

D. When honeybees are to be shipped or movedthietstate from other states or
countries where no official state apiary inspeciostate entomologist is available, the
commissioner, by rule, may permit the shipping inboiisiana of such bees upon presentation of
suitable evidence showing the bees to be free thisense.

E. Notwithstanding Subsections B and C, the comimier may inspect any honeybees
or beekeeping equipment being shipped into thie séaen if the honeybees or beekeeping
equipment are accompanied by a certificate of ictpe issued by another state. If an
inspection of honeybees or beekeeping equipmehgeanied by a certificate of inspection of
another state reveals the presence of contagion$egtious disease, the commissioner may
declare a moratorium on this state's recognitioangf certificate of inspection issued by that
state until the commissioner determines that thedstrds of inspection of that state are adequate
to ensure the health and safety of Louisiana hoeeylat least equal to the standards established
by this state.

F. Except as otherwise permitted in this Sectioa,movement or shipment into this
state of colonies of bees, nuclei, comb packadmes, or used or secondhand beekeeping
equipment is prohibited.

Acts 1984, No. 529, §1.



§2307. Inspection; application; fees

A. No bees or used beekeeping equipment shalldsedwunless accompanied by a
certificate of inspection by the state entomologBeekeepers who desire a certificate
authorizing the movement of bees or used beekeegjnigpment shall apply to the
commissioner for inspection prior to any movemdithe bees or used beekeeping equipment.

B. The commissioner, by rule, shall prescribetiime and manner in which an
application for inspection shall be filed.

C. The commissioner, by rule, may impose an inspedee schedule provided that the
fee for an inspection does not exceed the actisib @d the inspection.

Acts 1984, No. 529, 81; Acts 2003, No. 122, 81, eff. July 1, 2003.

§2308. Authority to search for and destroy infected bees and beekeeping equipment

A. The state entomologist, or his agents and eye@l®, may enter any depot, express
office, storeroom, warehouse, or other premisesh#®purpose of inspecting any honeybees or
beekeeping equipment therein when there is prolzzhlse to conclude that the bees or
beekeeping equipment are infected with any contegow infectious diseases or to ascertain
whether such bees may have been or are being tra@dpn violation of this Part.

B. No person shall interfere with the state entlmgist or any of his agents who are
making such inspection of properties or premises.

C. If the state entomologist, or his agents, ingt honeybees or beekeeping equipment
infected with or exposed to any contagious or itdes diseases, he may require the destruction,
treatment, or disinfection of such infected or esgubbees or beekeeping equipment.

D. If the state entomologist, or his agents, timat any honeybees or beekeeping
equipment has been brought into the state in wolaif this Part, he may require the removal of
the honeybees or beekeeping equipment from the. stat

Acts 1984, No. 529, §1.

§2309. Assessment on bees, enfor cement

For the purpose of enforcing this Part, the comimigs may annually levy and collect a
fee of fifteen cents per colony of bees within skegte, provided that such assessment shall not be
levied on nhoncommercial apiaries.

Acts 1984, No. 529, 81.

§2310. Penalties, enforcement

A. The commissioner may impose a civil penaltypfto five hundred dollars for each
violation of this Part or of the rules and reguas adopted under this Part. Each day on which a
violation occurs shall be a separate offense.

B. Civil penalties may be assessed only by agubihthe commissioner based on an
adjudicatory hearing held in accordance with thenkdstrative Procedure Act.

C. The commissioner may institute civil proceeding enforce his rulings in the district

court for the parish in which the violation occutre
Acts 1984, No. 529, §1.



§2311. Disposition of funds

A. All assessments, fees, penalties, and all dthets received under the provisions of
this Part, subject to the exceptions containedrticks VII, Section 9 of the Constitution of
Louisiana, shall be deposited immediately uponiptdeto the state treasury and shall be
credited to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund.

B. Out of the funds remaining in the Bond Secuaityl Redemption Fund after a
sufficient amount is allocated from that fund ty @dl obligations secured by the full faith and
credit of the state which become due and payahl@many fiscal year, the treasurer, prior to
placing the remaining funds in the state genenad fishall pay an amount equal to the total
amount of funds paid into the state treasury utfieprovisions of this Part into a special fund
which is hereby created in the state treasury asdydated as the Apiary Fund.

C. All unexpended and unencumbered monies inuhe &t the end of each fiscal year
shall remain in the fund. The treasurer shall #h¥lee monies in the fund in the same manner as
monies in the state general fund. All intereshedron monies from the fund invested by the
state treasurer shall be deposited in the fund.

D. Subject to appropriation, the monies in thedfghall be used for the following
purposes:

(1) To provide for the expenses of the prograratesthed by this Part, as
determined by the commissioner.

(2) To fund any and all costs related to the éagyut of the powers and duties
granted to the commissioner of agriculture andgiwyeunder this Part.

Acts 1984, No. 529, 81; Acts 1992, No. 984, §818; Acts 2003, No. 122, 81, eff. July 1, 2003.



